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PREFACE. 



TL HIS work commenced with the inten- 
[ tion of forming from Nature a collec- 
I tion of the most remarkable Water Flies, 
^ for the convenience it may afford to 
/ Anglers, in making a selection at any 
part of the season. Fly-fishing has su- 
perior claims over other methods in 
Angling, by the exercise and variety 

I 

which it affords. It would be needless 
to enumerate the many advantages that 
are derived from this healthy amuse- 

A 
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ment ; many of the most beautiful scenes 
in the country have been approached 
to great advantage by following the 
mazy windings of some delightful river ; 
while every stream affords a little trea- 
sure of amusement, which Anglers know 
best how to appreciate. 

The advantage of a work like this» 
must be obvious, not only in forming a 
selection, but in dressing the Flies. From 
the difficulty there must be in trusting 
to the memory for their various tints, 
every attention has been paid in that 
respect, as the Flies were painted from 
when in the full perfection of their CKh- 
lours. Ther« are twelve Plates, etched 
and coloured by the hand, in order to 
bring them the nearer to the natural 
tints. Various names are given to the 
Water Flies, in difierent parts of tbs 

• 

country; I have, therefore^ taken the 
method of numbering them, as I took 
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them off the water. The regular Wa- 
ter Flies are a size smaller on rivers that 
run through a hilly or mountainous part 
of the country, than they are on rivers 
that are in a sheltered or cultivated part. 
There are added a few general remarks 
on Fishing, for the use of young Ang- 
lers ; with a list of the principal mate- 
rials that are necessary for those Anglers 
Mrho make their own Flies, and the dif- 
ferent kinds of baits that are used by 
the most experienced Anglers, — where 
founds and how to preserve them. 
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VADE MECUM. 



BEMABKS ON THE FLIES. 



1 H£ regular water flies have their particu-> 
lar seasons and hours of the day for coming 
down rivers ; at the same time» it must be 
remarked, that the weather makes great 
changes among them. One kind is seen in 
warm sunny weather, another only when it 
IS cloudy, others after showers ; so that the 
flies you have had success with one day, the 
trouts will not look at the next* In my re« 
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marks on each fly, I have therefore en- 
deavoured to point out the weather that most 
impels them to the water. There are many- 
difficulties to overcome in making large flies, 
so as to deceive the trouts, in clear water, 
from the materials of which they are made 
being more or less changed by the action of 
the water, while the natural fly retains the 
full perfection of his colour ; it is necessary 
therefore to wet the dubbjng a fly is made 
of, to see how far it supports the colour. 
Great attention should be paid to preserve 
the exact proportion of the body of the fly. 
I have met with many instances where an 
exactness in that respect insured success ; 
while a fly made from the same materials, 
bat rather fuller in the body, was neglected. 
The trouts are quick«sighted, and well ac* 
quainted with their game; therefore, the 
closer nature is followed, the better the 
chance of success. There are many flies, 
though not regularly on the water, are for 
all that not the less prized by the trouts. I 
have added to this collection as many of the 
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mosft remarkable as I could dnd^ Natui'e 
abounds in such varieties, that even in our 
flights of fancy, it is not andiss to cast a 
glance at her. The spider flies afford a great 
Tariefy, being of all colours and sizes, to 
stfit a clear or dark water. It has been re- 
commended to all anglers to provide them* 
selves with palmer flies^ of different colours 
and' sizes, and to be angled with on a strange 
water, until the natural fly is known. There 
are a nnmeroos class of flies* that hover over 
rivers ; they are distinguished by having 
thear two fore legs longer than the rest, and 
very^fine transparent wings. In the air they 
have a perifect appearance of the palmer or 
baekle fly. I have made use of palmer flied 
resemUing them, and found that they an-' 
swer^d well. Both salmon and trouts are 
fond of springing up at them, when they ap- 
proach tiie surface of the wafer, which they 
do most on warm sunnji days and fine even- 
ings. In warm cloudy weather they fall 
much on the water. I Imve given a few of 
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them in different parts of the season, and re- 
commend them to the attention of anglers. 

The state of the water is next to be con- 
sidered. The variety of shades which it as« 
sumes after rain, requires an alteration in the 
dressing of the flies ; and the size of the 
hooksy the taste and judgment of those who 
imitate them» may here be exerted to some 
advantage. When the water changes after 
a flood to a dark brown, the worm or minnow 
are first angled with, being generally thought 
by anglers to be too dark and heavy for the 
fly ; but if the artificial fly is angled withj 
it should be made more brilliant than nature, 
in order to be distinguished by the fish. I 
have seen a fly made of red or orange bochjr 
ribbed with gold, and a red hackle over all, 
with the wild drake's wing, take well. A 
black fly, ribbed with gold or silver, also 
shows well in the water. In proportion as it 
clears, a smaller fly should be angled with, 
and at last to return to the size and colour 
of nature, as near as possible. 

Though the weather is seldom favourable 
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in the beginning of the year for fly Ashing, 
I have thought it but right to begin with the 
first regular water flies I observed. 



FLIES FOR FEBRUARY. 

Plate the first. No. 1. This fly comes on 
the water the beginning of this month, and 
continues to come down every day when the 
air is free from frost, until the end of March* 
He generally comes down about ten, when 
the morning is mild. The head and fore 
part of the body are black ; the hind part 
dark red, tipped at the end with black. I 
have found an imitation of him made with a 
hackle that is in part black, and a little red 
at the end, and the drake's feather for the 
wings well taken in clear water. It may be 
also dressed with a black hackle, and a little 
peacock herU in the hind part of the body : 
if the water is dark it might be ribbed with 
gold. 
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No. 2. A small dark brown. A mixfare 
of the hare's ear, with grey mngs, comes 
chiefly down on cool sonny days. This 
makes a good fly in both March and Aprih 



FLIES FOR MARCH. 



No. S. This fly is generally called the 
Blue Dun. He came on the water this year 
the 35th of the ulonth. His wings are of a 
fine light grey, which he carries upright on 
his back. His body is of a bluish fur, mixed 
with a little yellow, rather more inclined tc 
yellow in the fore part. His legs and tags 
are grey. They come most on the water in 
in dark cloudy days, and they continue to 
come down till the latter end of May. Their 
hours are from ten till two* I have given two 
of them in the plate, to show their variation 
in size. This fly takes best in clear water. 

No. 5. The brown fly, or dun drake, cattle 
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on the water the 38th of this month. This 
is the first fly that fairly animates the trouts» 
and makes them rise with spirit. They come 
down the rivers every warm sunny day. 
Their hours are from eleven till two. Few 
are seen-when the weather is cold and cloudy. 
They continue till the beginning of May« 
The body is of a light brown, mixed with a 
Jittle dull red in the fore part, and ribbed 
with light yellow. The wings may be made 
from the feathers in the pheasant's wing. 
The legs and tags are light brown. It would 
be desirable to have a good imitation of this 
fly, as the trouts refuse every other when 
he is on the water. If the water is dark, it 
might be ribbed with gold, and a red hackle 
for the legs. This fly comes occasionally 
down during the summer, chiefly after storms 
of rain ; be therefore makes a good general 
fly for dark water ; he is also good for dib- 
bling with. 

No. 6. The peacock herl, and light grey; 
wings, forms a good imitation of this. fly. 
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Chiefly found on the water in cold * weathet*, 

. , ' * *• «■'■''. 

both bdbre and after rajiv -' His legs are in^ 
clineJ to red. 



- . . k '» 
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No. ?• A brown and yellow mixture, with 
light grey wings. Gomes chiefly down when 
the weather is mild, and makes a good fly 
in May, both morning and evening. 



FLIES FOR APRIL. 

No. 8. The red fly. This fly's body and 
legs are light red; The wings are a transpa-^ 
rent grey, and might be made from the light- 
. €^t feathers of the wild drake. This makes 
an excellent fly for dark water, when ribbed 
with gold. 

No. 9. This fly I found chiefly in the 
niornings. The hackles that are part black 
and red, would answer, with the drake's fea- 
ther for the wings. 
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Ko. 10. This fly cdinei^ on the .tvater ia 
ivarm weather, and is well taken in dark 
crater, when ribbed with silver. 



General Remarks/or February, Marck^ 

and April. 

I have joined the remarks on these months 
together, as much variation takt^s place in 
the coming in of the flies, chiefly owing to 
a backward or a warm spring ; but when* 
iyev mild open weather happens in these 
monthSf and the water in order, the sport is 
excellent. . The rivers are generally large 
at this season ; therefore large flies are the 
best. The size of the hooks generally vary 
according to the size or depth of a river ; 
and even on the same river it is niecessary to 
vary .the size. The black, the dun drake, 
and the red fly, are all good. They may be 
dressed somewhat larger when the water is 
dark. If the water is fine, the blue dun« 
the peacock herl, and the small brown fly 
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ar« good. In April the dun drake aotd the 
blue dun are the greatest favourites* The 
worm fishing and the minnow are good at 
this season. 



FLIES FOR MAY. 

No. 11. This is the first of the spider 
flies which I have observed. The large flies 
of this class are good for dibbling with. 
When made into an artificial fly, it is best 
angled with on a windy day. The fore 
part of the body is inclined to a grey colour. 
The hind part brown, ribbed with ydllow. 
The legs are dark brown. These flies are 
of various sizes and colours. They are ge* 
nerally imitated by feathers from the back 
and breast of the grouse, partridge, the 
vi^oodcock, golden-plover, starling, and the 
wren's tail. Most wild birds yield feathers 
to suit tlieir different tints, 

10 
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No. 1 2. The black gnat for May. This 
is an excellent fly, and well known to an- 
glers. He is imits^d with black ostrich 
herly and light grey wings. 

No. 13. A black fly, much on the water 
in warm, windy weather. His body is quite 
Iklack, with a black hackle for the legs, and 
the wings from the feathers of the land-rail. 

No. 14. A small green midge, ribbdl 
with yellow. 

No. 15, and the following number, are 
two amall midges; the first is black, the 
second is black, ribbed with yellow. The 
green midge, and these black ones, are much 
taken on fine evenings in this month. 

No. 17* The cow»dung fly. Thisisamix- 
t0ra of red and yellow ; the wings from the 
land*raiU Cold windy days it is best flshed 
with. . 
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No* 18. A spider much on the water at 
this seasons A black hjackle, over a body 
made of peacock herl, comes near to the ap- 
pearance of this spider. 

Plate the second. No. 19. The fore part 
of this dy is orange ; the tail part green rib- 
bed with yellow. I found him first on the 
water the 6th of -this month. This fly comes 
on the water about one, when the weather is 
inild after rain. If the water ia dark, it 
might be ribbed with gold^ and a red hackle 
for the legs. 

No. 20. A dark greisn mixture, with dull 
grey wings. The head is red. Comes oa 
about nine in the morning, on cold bright 
days. 

No. 21. A dark mixture of the' hare's ear 
the legs are grey, and the wings nearly black. 
The body should be made very slender. I 
observed this fly first on the 12th of this 
month. They come down the rivers most 



siher fihowiens of r km. It is aa excelleat Hy 
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No; S9. A biack and brown fly* This fly 
com6s OB the water in cold cloudy weather. 

No. !23. . 'This ydllow fly I first observed 
(On the i^h of thil^ »onth. He CiOdpnes/on: the 
' wMer skf^ '' thekve when ' > t he weather is 
warm. 'Mis wJngb are double^ andl of ^ paiie 
yeilow, 'I ihave ifish^d with a fly like* thi^ in 
April, when the weather was mild, and fouiid 
it take well. The coming in of a fly may 
be an1ii€af)a;tedi when ix is diat kind of wea« 
tber thal^iagi?ees> with theicdiaihfts. . 

No. 124. A dark brown fly, on the water 
the same day as the yellow fly. 

No. 25. A small blac^k fly, with red legs 
and light brown wings. This fly is well 
taken by the jtroiits. 

No. 26, The little yellow May fly. This 

B 



Sy I first observed dn the Id^h of thisknoBtlt. 
His body may be made of the yelfow maiv 
tin's fur. The wings are a pale yellow. 
This ii*a good fly on a warih/day #heir!the 
wa4ier is clears . i ' - « . 

No. 97- A ^malL bhtck Ay, with dark 
grey wings. Thia fly* and No. 95 conie i« 
together, and are both ^ell taken by tl>e 
l^outs. I have found a black hackle tied on 
with' black silk answer very well for t4»fs 
fly. ■' \ 

Not SS; A red fly. Tbe bead and wings 
of this fly are black. The only time I have 
seen this fly take the water is after a storm 
of rain« II md^es a good fly' for dark Wa- 
ter. $ 

Gjenerai Remarks for May. 

In cloudy and cool weather^ the little bl«ie 
dun continues to come down to the end of 
thi$mottthi with No. 21. They are ©fteo 
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Qnjbe .wfiter together. The prevalence of 
CMtetl^r^ wrifid^ in ih\'B month make a great 
^AriatioQ :io the flie3 coming on the water. 



Tjii^/^ellpw flies are chiefly ph in mild wea- 
ther. . Tbe sma^U bl^ck flies are more hardy, 
and p^re more generally on, A black fly 
ribbed with silver, and a brown fly ribbed 
^ith ;gpld,^ are well taken in this month, 
when the «w$ter is dark. 



1 

I - 



FLIES FOR JUNG. 



: Ko. 29, Thje body of this fly is of a shin- 
ing black, dark bluish grey wings ; falls 
much on the water when the air is heavy 
aqd warm* 

No. 30. A green mixture. The green 
peacoick herl cQmes very near to the appear- 
ance of this fly. ; the head and jegs are red. 

^ No. 3.1. : This fly I have found much on 
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and about the tiy^t side, when th^fis wasT « 
light breeze of wind Hie tiiajr be iaiitilt^ 
with the water'^rat's fur, with lel little yelll>W 
mixed with k in the tail part. ' If tlb waiid^ 
is dark, a black hackle Dfiight be aided fbr 
the legs. I have found this a go^ fljr. 

No. 32. This black fly comes on the wai 
ter in warm gloomy weather. He h^s a s^t 
of red near to each wing, and his body rib« 
bed with white, with double grey wings ; a 
good fly for dark water. 

No. 33. A small orange fly, with light 
grey wings ; a good fly for clear water and 
a warm day. 

No* 34. A white moth, good for an 
evening fly. 

No. 35. A small black and red fly ; a 
good fly after soft showers of rain. 

No. 36. The black goat for June. The 

7 
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£m Qf tho^e. flies .1 observed was on the 6tb 
oi this mOnlh. They fly in great numbers 
ever the surface of the water, and are gene- 
rally found on it after shower& of rain. 
These continue favourites with the trouts 
until the latter end of July. 



>• 



. Plate: the. Third, No. 37. A sniall brown 
&y«. Thill.. is an excellent Qyy be may be 
imilatied with a red backle». and the wit>gs 
from the feathers of the woodcock. 

. No.. S& There aire many varieties of co* 
lours in Ibe bodies of those, brown flies, for 
June. The evening is the time theytaice 
best. Their wings are double, and may be 
loade from the feathers. of a brdwn hen; 
dieir legs are red; the hind part of this fliy 
is yellow tipped with red. 

4  

No. 39. A small dark brown for Jime* 
These flies come in at the same time as the 
light browsn, and continue,, the whole of this 
month. The legs and horns at their bead^ 
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of all those brown flies, are red ; the^wings 
may be made from the woodcock's whig* 2 

No. 40. A brown and ydlow flyjthe 
wings from the landrail* ' >>•'•. 

* i J  • 

No. 41 . This is a small change in the co» 
]oar of the dun drak^ ; his body and legs^&re 
more inclined to red, and his wings slighter; 
and approach near to the drake's fed^ier. 
He comes down after rain. ^ ' j- . 

No. 42. A small black and brown mix- 
ture, much on the. water when there is a 
cool breeze of wind. 

Nos. 43 and 44 are two spider-flies. The 
flrst i9 good for clear water ; he is composed 
of yellow and green. The second is orange 
and brown ; the legs of both are dark 
brown. 
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No. 45i The gi^en drake« This fly I' 
perceived fii%t on the lUb.df^diis mdnth..! 



The general colour of his^bbcly is gi^een, 
with a bright spot of j^ellow near the wings, 
and divided with brown. The brown divi- 
sions might be made with peacock herl, and 
a red dr Kgfat brown Ifackie for the legs and 
tags; tfad ^tu^gs-ai^'inade from the wild 
drake's feathers dyed yellow. This fly is. 
much esteemed by anglers ; if the water is 
sina'il/ he 4des b^t fW-dlbMitlg-with; 

No,-4ft. c A light J6>PoW.H Hyi The^foreM 
part of ttee body of this- fly 'fliigbt b^ made^ 
with peacock' herlv 



' . > •> 



No. 47. A small orange and green fly,' 
This fly chiefly comes down the rivers in 
tKeeveiiiogs when the weather i« warm. • 
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No. 48 to 50 are three specimens of the 
dark brown flies. They may be all imitated 
with dLvedi hackle for thelegs^ and the wings 

ftom the woodcock. 

If . it 

Noi^K This fly may »b^ imitated from 



the w«teJ?-r9,|^fi*fur:; the iwiijg^ M%..4auUi^i 
and fi^ay be f)iiSjul fftm the .laAdrfttr.s witi^« 
This mftkes a good fly. 

;. Plate th0, Fourth, No*. 49U. ,A«o*h^jor 
th^ brawn flied tipped with re4 ^t the taii 
part, 

No. 53. A pesa green ily« This fly I 
found on the Tweed the 12th of this month. 
He has V€lfy fine Ugpbt grtj WxJtgs, il^hioh he 
carries upright on his baok. ;, His hours are 
from one till three in the afternoon. . An 
imitation of him is best taken when the wa^ 
ter is clear. 

No. 54. A sniaU orange and green fly 
of the spider kind. This fly is good for 
clear water. 

No. 55. This is commonly cidl?d the 
large May fly. I have frequently met wiU^^ 
him in May, but had not seen him take the 
water before tjjiis time. He carries his 



t 



9ei4pmlQf8#)P9ii:)4itg caii^hu .Ha iaimicfa 
il^edifon4ibbli»g; wit;h».' The body i is a nmix^i* 
tutie i^t It^lack ftnd yetkfWji mth e little! bright 
y^ow jworked in near the faiead ; the legs 
are bFowA. 

No. 56 to 58 are three spider-flies ; their 
logs: are all> dairJk broVi^n. 

No* ! ^. A laiack Ay foimd on.the Tweed ; 
the hind part of the body is of a shining 
black ; the legs are red, with grey wings. 

No, SD^ I found this fly take well in 
dark water;; the body and legs are quite 
blacky wilb grey speckled wings. 

N04 6]. From thfe dass of ! flies, keeping 
mostly in the air, I have taken the liberty to 
call thenik the a^idal flies* I bare already re. 
marked tiieir .enact appearance^o a palmer 
fly^.wheii in the air ^ and I make iio doubt 
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that palmer flips made of their different .00* 
lours «voold be well 'takem I have angled 
with an imitation of this fly, andfound ittake 
well with larjge fronts, notwithstanding a 
bright sunshine *and clear water. The body 
was made of bright yellow silk, and a red 
hackle over it. The hackles for those flt6»^ 
should not be put on too close. 



1 ^ 



No. 62. This is another of 4;he aSrial«flt€^.l 
The fore part of the body might be made 
with peacock herl, the rematnd^ greeny and 
a red hackle over all. . > . 

, ... * 

No. 63. A dark-brown fly, found on the 
Gala water. That part of the legs ntext^ie 
body are black, the ends red;, the wiligs' 
from the speckled feather pf ^he mdorfoWl. ' 

^ No. 64. This fly I ateo faund on the 
Gala water. I have met with only^a few of 
tltose flies* - The hind part of the body is a 
mixture of the watei^-rat's fun, and' a little 
yellow mixedy ratheir more yellow- inear >tb<^^ 
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liead ; the. legs and tags are brown ; the 
wings are grey, and stand upright on his 
back as he goes down the water. 

Ptate the Fifth, No. 65. This fly ihight 
be knitaled wrth a body of peacock herl, and 
a dark-red hackle. It would answer well 
for a large «Water, when ribbed with goW; 

, ^ ' . . . < ...... 

No. 66. A green mixture, with the wings 
from the landrail ; the head is red. > 



' * 



Nos. 67 and 68 are two small midges; 
their bodies are of a green mixturie ; good 
on fine evenings, when the water is clear. 

i No. 69. A grden and yellow spider fly. 
The legs are brown ^ a good fly for Clearwater* 

No. 70. This fly might be called the bbck 
drake; his motiou of flying in the air is s\^ 
milar to the green drake. His wings are of 
a bright amber colour, and transparent ; the 
body and legs are black, ribbed with Ivhile. 
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^)Us lyouj^^make aa eKcdleal. fly when tlie 
tirater is dark. 

No. 71- This fly I found on the Gala 
IVpter, qn, tfei*,^pth p£ th^^ mpftl:h j th^y Wire 
]B^^pqrQ^s abo^t the />ver,;si4?,. , Xh^ loce 
imirt of the Jjpdy ai^ liags ar^ Wacfe^the hind 
part red; be has large doable wings^ with 
strong marking in them. 

No. 72. The >fore part of tbi$ fly i& a 
green mixture ; the hind part a shade of pink, 
H^^ ; s^sepibjing , .pe^^cjpck. herl.; .the wings 
are gree^. Found on the GsJa waiter. 

No. 73. This fly is orange and green. 
T)^ \^S^ ^^ tags may be made with a red 
hackle. 

, JSo"- 7A-b.A hlHk %; good for »arm 
"Biiip^y i1¥69jther> He is then found much, 
about the river& 

No. 7^> The great moth ; found on fip^ 
evenings. A good fly for dibbling with. 
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Ko. 76. This r«d % differs fr^ti the one 
I have already given ; his legs are hlabk) alhd 
a more brilliant red in the body. 

No. 77. This fly I first observed on the 
94th of this moMh. He appeals gemerally- 
in the afternooi) ;^he flii^s bat^k and forward 
over tHife^'surfeoev <rf thJe vir^tfer;' the trotrtrf 
eagerly sprihg at thewi.'* TKfe body is gre^ii^ 
rather darker in the forepart; the 'legs are 
grey, and the horns at his head are speck- 
led like the drake's feather; the wings are 
double; attd dark brbwft. - 

No. 78. This is a small fly, of the same 
habits as the last mentioned ; neither can bear 
much of the heat of the suii. In th6 afteit- 
nobn, or when'thi suh is clouded, are fhe 
titnes they are most over the'Wat^r.' ' Thk 
body is a dark mixture of*tbl& h£tr6*s ear; tii'e 
wings dark brown, marked with white spots. 

No. 79. A small red fly. This fly ge- 
nerally appears about the rivers in vflStrm 
weather ; he might be imitated with a red 
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hackle, or a feather from the partridge tailfor 

tb^ WlDgSv 1 

No. 80. A small midge that takes well 
<m fine evenings. Hemdfyes along the sur- 
face of the water with great rapidity^ ihfe 
fore part of the body isblaqki the rest yeUowu 
I have imitated him by leaving a littlb yet-, 
low silk loose at the €nd, which ansirered 
very well. ' 

Plate the Sixth, No. 81. A spide;f fly,, 
with an orange body^ and light brown wings, ^ 
A good fly in clear water. 

No. 82. A small spider, I have seen 
come down the rivers in warm weather. He ■- 
might be made with a red hackle that has a. 
bJi^.ck vein in the centre^ The body is brown, 
with a red edge to it. 

General Remarks for June. 

 * 1 • I • t 

, jQ4his pipnth the weather gets warm and 

6 






Betted ;:a gre^t variely offlies are tlie conse* 
quence ; therefore an aogler must etert his 
judgment in tbe selection of those most ap« 
proved . by tbe. troutsi. When the water is 
clesM", the yellow ^es iliay be angled with; 
they continue till near the end of this month. 
A good imitation of the little black midge 
fqr Jpne will be found Yery useful; the smaH 
brown flies in clear water; the large ones 
are best in the morniffgs or evenings; the 
cad-bait may be fished with in this months 
with great success; tbe trouts are remarkably 
fond of Uiem. I have taken trouts in March 
with the fly^ wh^n I found in their stomachs 
a number of the stone caises that enclose the 
cad*bait; the floods frequently force them 
ofl* the stones to which they are attachedv 
The gentle or maggot is also good at this sea- 
son*- 



FLIES FOR JULY. 



No* 83. This miakes an excellent fly for 
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the remaiiider of the neasoti, %hoa^ hot so 
welttek^d m the'iiegitiftigig ofthis ftidtittfi 
oo aooMm of this immeiHHUs q«amUy ^^tili^t 
and ilifdges thAtilfan oiT th^ 'WM^r\ih ^b^a/ity 
glooinlpr>iwe8tber. He iy^ be«i< ^fisli^d '#ftk 
in doudyifjekiheTf oiiet idft sho W^ff &. / >Ii4 
warm: s:iii»ny ^^jijrtier' tie i^'^^'nd c^p^ing 
onthe stoaesin^the dry part^f tile b^ bf 
a iwer« He'^s of tte adtnte sh^pe ds^^ 
black and red %, Mo. f^- Afteiit ttu^t % 
goes oat 8otne smaller oq«^s are .ooeal^ifOnaliy 
9een» wlaen ^be ^wseather is warm Witii K^ht 
i^iow^s ; but they are not genial ^kntil tdits 
mbatfa. l^e body is black, ^th a little 
dull red in the hindlpsnrt i gi^y wings ^virhidh 
he carries flat on hi^ back^ They arena- 
dierous, and well liked by the tt^Mis. > 

4 . ,; ^ . I 

No. 84. This is a singular fly in form. I 
found him on the river Esk, in the evening. 
The tail part appears to have a very small 
communication with the body. I have met 
withf on diflerent rivers, some of the same 
shape, but di^ring in ^;b^ aA4 colour. This 
fly is red both in body and legs, with a tip 
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of black at the end of the tail ; red brown 
livings, which be carries upright on his back. 

No. 85, A dark mixture of the hare's ear, 
with dark grey wings. This is one of the 
many flies that are bred under stones in beds 
of rivers. I found some with their wiugs up- 
right, ready for flight; while with others 
they were close attached to their back, not 
being in so forward a state. 

No. 86. A small brown spider, much 
about the rivers in the evenings ; his wings 
are grey, with brown spots. 

No. 87. A small evening fly, with light 
grey wings. This fly I have met with a 
size or two smaller. 

No. 88. There are few of these brown 
flies to be met with in this month. They 
appear to go out with June. This fly has a 
rich orange colour in the hind part. 

c 
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Nos. 89 and 90 are two small brown 
midges, that come iu with this month. The 
jfirst is dark brown, the second light brown ; 
the legs of both are light red. They appear 
to be miniatures of the brown flies in June. 
They are excellent flies for clear water. 
They are numerously found on plants by 
the river side, in fine weather. 

No. 91. A black fly, found most on the 
water in warm gloomy weather. A good 
. fly for dark water. 

No. 92. A brown moth ; a good evening 
fly. The wings might be made from the 
feathers of an owl's wing. 

No. 93. A small orange and green fly, 
good for clear water and a warm day ; also 
.a good evening fly. 

No. 94. A green and brown mixture. 

No. 95. This spider-fly would answer 
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well for dark water. They are of various 
si2^es« 

No. 96. An orange fly for this month. 
He has fine dark-grey wings ; feathers from 
the wings of a blackbird would answer. He 
takes best in warm gloomy weather. He 
may be made smaller. 

Plate the Seventh, No. 97- A black fly. 
I have met with several of these flies on dif- 
ferent rivers. His body is ribbed with yel* 
low. 

No. 98. A small black fly, remarkable 
in his shape. He has a brown spot, mixed 
with the black, near his wings. I have seen 
many of these flies on the Gala water and 
the Tweed. 

No. 99. A light brown spider- fly. His 
legs are speckled ; the moorfowl hackle 
would come near to his appearance. 
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No. 100. A brown spider, with grey 
speckled legs. I have fished with an imita- 
tion of this spider in April and May, and 
found it take well on different rivers. The 
body was made of peacock herl, and a griz- 
zled cock's hackle for the legs. 

No. 101. There are a numerous class of 
these flies. On warm sunny days they are 
found on plants by the river side. Their 
general colour is a dull yellow, or black and 
yellow mixture; their heads and legs are 
red ; and their wings from the landrail's fea* 
thers. This fly is inclined to orange in the 
tail part. 

No. 102. This fly is of the black and 
yellow mixture. 

No. 103. This fly I found on the Tweed. 
He is of a brown mixture ; the head is red. 

No. 104. This fly is of the black and 
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yellow mixture in the fore part of his body ; 
the hind part yellow. 

No. 105. Here are two flies that have 
a strong resemblance to the peacock herl ; 
the first is inclined to the green, the other to 
the red kind ; their legs are red, with grey 
wings. They are found mostly on the 
water in warm cloudy weather. When the 
sun shines bright they are found on the 
plants by the river side. They may be made 
of a smaller size. 

No. 107. This fly is inclined to green in 
the hind part. 

No. 108. The dark-blue fly. A good 
imitation of this fly is well taken by the flsh. 
The body might be made with soft blue silk, 
and a black hackle under the wings. The 
hind part is ribbed with black, which might 
be done with ostrich herl. The head is red, 
and dark grey wings. This fly is also good 
for dibbling with. 
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No. 109. Are two spider flies, both good 
for clear weather. 

No. 111. This fly is found in numbers, 
flying over rivers in the evenings, particular- 
ly before rain. This fly is well taken by the 
fish. Both body and legs are brown, and 
the wings speckled with dark-brown. 

No. 112. A small orange fly with light 
brown wings. These flies are best on warm 
days. They are not so numerous as the 
orange flies with the grey wings. Those 
kind of flies vary in size to the smallest hook. 

Plate the Eighth, No- 113, A mixture 
of black and yellow; the wings from the land- 
rail. 

No. 114. A small black and brown fly, 
good for clear water. 

No. 115. A small green fly, with light 
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brown wings. An imitation of this fly takes 
well with small trouts. 

No. 116. An orange and green fly. I 
found this fly on the 16th of this month ; he 
comes most on the water after soft showers. 
His hours are from one till three ; and, when 
the evenings are warm, from seven till 
nine. 

No. 117. These are two spider flies. I 
have found the blue spider take well with sea^ 
trouts, dressed in the body with soft blue 
silk, and a black hackle over all. 

No. 119« This is a small change in the 
dun drake; the hind part is inclined to green, 
ribbed with yellow, and a bright yellow tip 
at the end. I found an imitation of him, 
with a red hackle and the drake's wing, take 
well when the water was a little coloured ; 
when the water is dark, it should be ribbed 
with gold, and a gold tip at the end. He 
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still continues to come down after heavy 
rains. 

No. ISO. A green mixture, with a red 
heady the wings from the landraiU 

No. 181. A black fly, with brown wings, 
spotted with yellow ; the hind part of the 
body is of a shining black. I have met 
with only a few of those flies. 

No. 1S3. A small red fly. Bright sunny 
weather is best for this fly. A» feather 
from the cock pheasant answers to his 

wings« 

« 

No. 123/ A small curious black fly, 
found on the <jrala water. The body black, 
and the legs light red, and flne light grey 
wings. 

No. 124. A green fly, with pale yellow 
wings, found at Roslin, after soft showers of 

10 
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raiD. This appears like a change from the 
little yellow May fly. 

No. 12A. A dark brown fly, found chief* 
ly on the water in warm cloudy weather ; 
the legs and tags are red, and the wings a 
very fine light grey# 

Nos. IS6 and 127 are two flies of the 
same kind^ which I have given to show their 
variation in size. The fore part of the body 
is a dull grey, the hind part dark brown, rib* 
bed with yellow. These flies were nume- 
rous on different rivers, from the filst of this 
month, until the beginning of August. The 
wings from the landrail. 

No. 128. A brown mixture, with the 
wings from the landrail. This fly I found 
more numerous at Roslin than in any other 
part, chiefly in soft showery weather. 

No. 129. A small green fly, with fine 
light grey wings. I first observed this fly 
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• 

on the 32d of this month. He comes mo^ 
on the water in soft showery weather. They 
were numerous on the Gala water and the 
Tweed, both in this month and August. 
They answer well for clear water. The 
body should be dressed very small ; he has a 
bright tip of yellow at. the end, with two 
green tags ; his hours are from one till three 
in the afternoon. 

No. ISO. A green mixture ribbed with 
yellow. These flies ,may be made to the 
smallest hook. They are chiefly an evea- 
ing fly ; light brown wings. 

Plate the Ninth, No. 131, and the two 
following numbers, are three moth flies, good 
for evening fishing. These are only a few 
of what nature produces of this kind, all 
differing in colour. The most gaudy colours 
that can be procured in feathers, cannot sur- 
pass the beauty of their wings. 

No. 134. This fly is dark green, mixed 
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with a little yellow in the fore part, and rib* 
bed -with yellow ; the head and legs are dark 
red. There are many varieties of these iiie3 
about the water, both in this month and 
August. 

No. 135. A small green fly, with light 
brown wings, good for fine evenings, on 
clear water. 

No. 136. I have seen numbers of. these 
flies, fallen on the water, in warm cloudy 
weather ; the fore part of this fly is near to 
the tint of peacock herl, the remainder is 
white, with a tip of red at the end. The 
legs and tags are grey. 

No. 137. The large brown fly is chiefly 
about the rivers, late in evenings. A good 
fly for dark water, and large running streams. 
In the tail part he is inclined to orange ^ the 
wings from a brown hen. 

No. 138. The wings of this fly are speck- 
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led like the partridge feather. They generally 
appear in the evening of a bright saany 
day* 

No. 139. A dark brown mixture, with 
very dark grey wings. 

No. 140. A small black fly, with light 
grey wings* 

No. 141. The fore part of this fly is brown; 
the hind part red, ribbed with yellow; the 
]it3ad and legs are red, wings from the land- 
rail. These flies continue during August. 

No. 142. A black fly with red legs, and 
white wings ; the body, and about the head, 
is ribbed with white. This fly comes about 
the rivers in warm sunny weather. 

No. 143. A red hackle, ribbed with yel- 
low, would answer for this fly; They are 
very numerous about the latter end of this 
month* 
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No* 144* A bluish green body, a black 
hackle, and light grey wings. A fly very 
numerous about the Gala water and the 
Tweed at this season. 

No. 145« A small brown fly, found much 
en the Gala water, the 2l4th of this month. 

No. 146. The fore part of this fly is grey ; 
the hind part is yellow^ ribbed with brown; 
the legs are red« 

No. 147« A black aerial fly. An imiti^ 
tion of this fly might be made with a black 
hackle« They abound most on cloudy days, 
with showers. 

Plate the Tenth, No. 148. A dark brown 
mixture, with a small spot of red near each 
wing ; the legs are red ; found on the Tweed. 

No. 149* This fly has a fine red in the 
fore part, the hind part a shining black. 
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No. 150. The body of this fly is black, 
the tail part pink^ tipped with black, brown 
wings, and red legs ; found on the Tweed. 

No. 151. A black fly found on the Gala 
water, after showers of rain ;* he has two 
small downy feathers at his head, and small 
grey wings. 

No. 152. This fly is peculiar in his form, 
his body is composed of pink and black ; he 
has red legs, and brown wings ; found on 
the Tweed. 

No. 153. This fly in the fore part is of a 
brown mixntre, the hind part black, ribbed 
with yellow ; the legs are red ; found also on 
the Tweed. 

General Remarks for July* 

This IS the harvest month with the trouts, 
they are therefore hard to please. The 
myriads of midges and other rare flies that 
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fall on the water, renders their food in great 
abundance. After showers is a good time 
to angle for them. If there is a breeze of 
wind, so much the better. The flies re- 
tire to their places of safety before a thun- 
der storm, the trouts will not rise well on that 
account ; though before a storm of that kind 
I have seen them take the minnow very 
greedily. The brown flies nearly disappear 
in this month: when they do come forth, it is 
in the evening of a sunny day; the black 
gnat after showers, and those flies made of 
peacock herl, and the orange flies, are good 
in warm cloudy weather. The small spider 
flies, and the dark blue fly, are well taken, 
both in this month and August ; besides a 
number of other good ones, I have given 
for this month, which an angler's own judg- 
ment will point out to him, according to the 
size of the river he angles on. The tackle 
at this season should be very fine. 
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FLIES FOR AUGUST. 

No. 154. A black fly, ribbed with yellow 
in the hind part; dull grey wings. 

No. 155. A small fly, with black in the 
body, and the legs are red, with fine light 
grey wings. 

No. 156. A small fly that hovers over 
the surface of the water in this month ; it 
differs a little from the one in July. The 
body is green, and a grizzled cock's hackle 
for the legs. 

No. 157. This differs from those of his 
kind which I have already given. His body 
and wings are of a pale brown ; the tail 
part is ribbed with white, and a tip of orange 
at the end. Found in the evening. 

No. 158. I observed this fly first on the 
loth of this month. There are three varieties 
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of them; their hours are from one till three, 
and are most numerous after soft showers. 
This fly is pale pea-green, tipped with yel- 
low in the tail ; the legs and tags are the 
same colour as the body ; the wings are a 
fine clear grey, which he carries; upright on 
his back. 

No. 159. A peacock herl, with black 
legs, which is the only difference from those 
already given. 

No. 160. This fly has orange in the 
fore part ; the legs and tags are the same 
colour ; the hind part pea^green, with a tip 
of yellow at the end. 

No. 16 1. The body and legs' of this fly 
are pea-green, the bead is red, and a tip of 
yellow at the end ; the wings are of a differ- 
ent shape from the other two, but exactly 
the same colour. These flies are best taken 
when the water is clear. 



n 
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No. 163; )TbMe flie9 are a speqimenof 
some that I hwe found on plants, by the 
river sule, in ^fijily, but I neglected introdno 
ing them until this months when ■. I found 
tliem ta^e. the water on warnt. cloudy days* 
They haire a manner of hopping from one 
plant to another without any seeming effort 
of their wings. They are of various colours. 

* 

Plate the Eleventh, No. l&S^ A small 
green fly, much about the water on warm 
sunny days. 



1 1 



No. 166. A thrown mixture of the hare'a 
ear with light brpwn wings. 

No« 167. I found this fly return more re- 
gularly to the water from the 13th of this 
moiptth*. When the weather, was fine he 
came downt' both morning and evening. | 
found a yellQ3V> or >a greenisli<*y.ellow bodjr« 
and a red hackle, with the drake's feather 
for the wings» taken very well for him ; it 
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might be rib}>ed with gold when the water is 
dark) and a tip of yellow at the end. 

• * 
No. 168. This fly differs from the former, 
ones by having his wings of a dark grey, 
inclined to brown. After warm showers he 
appears most. 

No. 169. I found this fly on the Gala 
water. The fore part of the body is grey, 
the rest orange ; the head, and the tip at the 
tail, are black. 

No. 170. A small black spider. Tbii| 
spider is well taken by the fish. A black 
hackle over a body, made with black ostrich 
herlf gives a good imitation of him. 

No. 171. About the middle of this month 
I observed the brown flies return to the water^ 
somewhat more brilliant in their colours than 
those in June. This oue I observed on the 
Gala water, the fore part redy the hind part 
a fine. pea*green, tipped with red ; the wings 
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of this fly, when held to the light, appear 
yellow, with small shades in them.^ The 
drake*s feather, dyed yellow, woyld answer 
very well, and a red hackle under the wings. 

No. 172. A small brown fly, much on 
the water in the evening of a bright day. 
The fore part of this fly is of a dark brown. 
The wings from a brown hen. 

No. 173^ I have here repeated two of the 
small flies which I have already given for 
July, they are too good to be neglected. 
The first is black in the body, the second 
varies ffom light to a darker red in the hind 
part. The best time to angle with them is 
in cloudy weather, and after soft showers j 
they make excellent flies both for this month 
and September. I have seen them well 
taken when the water was brown. 

No. 175. This fly has yellow in the hind 
part, tipped with red ; the wings are inclined 
to yellow* 
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No. 176. The hind part of this fly is of 
a li^ht red; the wings from a brown hen. 

No. 177. This fly has a green inclined 
to yellow in the body ; a red hackle for the 
legs^ and tipped with red at the end ; brown 
wings. 

No. 178. A small light brown, inclined 
to yellow in the hind part. A good fly for ' 
a fine day and clear water. 

No. 179. This fly I found on the Tweed. 
His body and legs are red ; the wings inclin* 
ed to yellow. 

No. 180. This fly has a pale yellow body 
and legs ; the wings green. I have seen this 
fly well taken on the Tweed, in fine even- 
ingSy when the wat^r was clear. 

General Remarks for August. 
In this month there is a great inclination 
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in the body of the flies towards green, tipped 
at the tail with red or yellow. The pea- 
green flies take best when the water is clean 
The dun drake comes oil the water Very of* 
ten in this kno^th, and maybe ranked aionong^ 
its regular flies^ if the witer is clear* I bari^ 
seen a greenish yellow body and an orange 
or yellow hackle over it, taken very well for 
him. When tbie Water is dark, a red hackle, 
and ribbed with gold and th^ dr'ahe's fbather 
for the wings ; in both these Ways, I have, 
found fish of a good size take them well. 
The staall blat;k flies fdr cloudy days, and 
the brown on^s for bright days. The 
small green fly, No. 129) when the watet is 
clear and low, particularly after light 
showers. The first flood that happens to» 
wards the end 6f this months the salmoii roe 
may be angled with. The particulltr me«i^ 
thod I have explained in the notes on fish^ 
ing. 
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Plate the Twelfth, No. 181. This fly 
comes in with this month; thej are numerous 
and well taken by the trouts. I found an 
imitation of him with the hare's ear answer 
well. His wings are a dull grey, and longer 
than his body. 

No. 182. A pale green fly with grey 
wings, and a grizzled cock's hackle for the 
legs. I found a few of those flies on the 
Tweed. 

No. 183, and the following number, are 
two of the aerial flies of the most prevailing 
colours in this month. The first is of a green 
cast ; the second dark brown. 

No. 185. A large brown fly. Found on 
the Tweed, the I Ith of this month, in warm 
cloudy weather. The hind ipart is inclined 
to orange, ribbed with yellow j the wings are 
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shaded j and, when held to the light, are of • 
a yellow cast. 

No. 186, A small brow'n fly; much on 
the water, and well taken* The body is 
finely ribbed with yellow. 

No. 187. This is another change in the 
dun drake. The body ^nd legs are of a 
green mixture, rather inclined to yellow, 
and the wings a darker grey. Comes on 
the water from twelve till three j and con-* 
tinues to come down in October, when the 
weather is mild. 

No. 188. A spider-fly of a green mixture, 
and ribbed with yellow ; a little inclined to 
blue in the fore part ; the legs are dark 
brown. 

No. 189- Here are two flies of the same 
kind, they differ only in size ; the first was 
found on the river Esk, the second on the . 
Tweed. These flies came on the water about 
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the middle of this month; they are much on 
the water through the day, and well taken 
by the fish. The fore part of the body is 
dark brown, when looked at in the sun it 
has the same effect as peacock heri. The 
hind part is of a dull red, ribbed with yellow ; 
the legs are red. These make excellent flies, 
either for dark or light water, and continue 
during October if the weather proves fine. 

No. 191. This fly I have met with near 
the end of this month. The body is of a 
bluish-green, ribbed with yellow ; and dark 
grey wings. Continued on the water in Oc- 
tober, when the weather was warm. 

No. 192. A dark green fly, with black 
legs, and light grey wings. Comes on about 
the beginning of October, and is much about 
the rivers in cloudy weather. 

No. 193. A large spider fly. The body 
* a mixture of black and yellow, ribbed 
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with yellow ; grey in the fore part j the legs 
are dark brown* 

No^ 194. A ^mtill fly that comes out 
very numerous in October, The body is 
light brown^ and the legs are black ; with 
light grey wings. This fly continues dur- 
ing the winter months, to coitie out in the 
middle of the day^ when the suti shines 
warm, even when the ground is covered with 
snow. And, when a niild day happens in 
February, I have seen him take the water. 

Noi 195. This fly I first observed near 
the end of October, and he continued to 
come down in November from the mildness 
of the Weather, and the troiits were active 
in rising to them as if it had been the middle 
of summer. The body is of the water rat's 
fur, mixed with a little yellow iti the fore 
part; the head is red, and a dull tip of yellow 
at the etld ; the legs and tags are grey, and 
the Wings are of a grey^ tnclip4ng t^ brown« 
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General Remarks for September. 

With the flies for this month may be ad« 
ded the brown flies for August, which con* 
tinufe to come down the riversj if the weather 
ph>ves fine. As in the beginning of the sea^* 
soil, a Gold spring makes them late in com« 
ing forvvard> so the winter makes them r^^ 
tire sooti^ or later as it sets in^ This year 
was reHiarkable for the mildneto of the wea* 
tber, so much so, that till near the end of 
October the flies continued to come down^ 
^nd many in November, though none so re- 
gular as the last fly iti this collection. The 
large flies may be angled with at this season^ 
as in the spring ; when floods happen, the 
salmon roe takes wdl| and the worm-fishing 
is good at this time. 
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FISHING WITH THE NATURAL FLY. 



This method is practised when the water 
is clear. A long rod and a short line. There 
should be a few lengths of gut looped to the 
hair liuf . If there are some small bushes by 
the bank side, so much the better, as it is 
good to keep out of sight of the fish. The 
hook IS put though the body of the fly, im- 
mediately Uiider the wings ; then you dip or 
dibble on the surface of the water, where 
troiits are seen to rise. Some anglers put 
two flies on the hook, allowing their heads to 
be in ciitf'erent directions. 

Another method is practised when the wa- 
ter is clear, and large flies coming down the 
river, it is then dif!i( ult to get any large 
imitations that will please the fish. The way 
then is, to put two or three flies on your 
hook, — throw them in at the top of the 
stream^ — let them sink a little, then foUov^ 



THE angler's VADE MEC0M. 6 1 

them down the stream, as in worm-fishing. 
This method I have seen very successful. 



THE MINNOW FISHING. 

Midnows are found in March, if the wea* 
ther is mild. They are taken with a small 
red worm, and a small hook. The middle 
sized ones, and the whitest, are esteemed the 
best* When the water is clear, the moru- 
itigs and evenings are the best times to fish 
with them ; but if the water is coloured, ihey 
may be angled with at any time of the day. 
The tackle should be strong, and that most 
in use is made up with three hooks. The 
lower hook is put in at the head and out at 
the tail ; the middle hook is allowed to lie 
on the back of the minnow ; the upper hook 
is fixed in the head. There should be shot on 
the line sufficient to sink the minnow mid- 
way in the water. The quantity must de- 
pend on the rapidity of the stream. The 
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manner of using it, is to throw it across the 
stream and, by a gentle motion of the rod, to 
draw it towards you. Care should be taken 
that the swivels are in good order, and that 
the minnow is a little bent on the hooks^ 
which makes it spin round better in the wa- 
ter. When a fish takes the bait, allow him 
to turn with it ; for if you strike too soon 
you draw it out of his mouth. The par tail 
is also used^ and is good bait for large trouts. 



WORM OR GROUNP tlSHlSO. 

Worm-fishing is good in the spring and 
autumn » and when the water is coloured 
after rain. In the summer months it is best 
in the mornihgs and evenings. The more 
clear and red your worms look (when held 
up to the light), the better for angling. The 
most approved method is to put them in 
moss that is clean picked, in an earthen pot. 
The moss should be put in first, and squeeze 
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ed dowO| then the worms laid on the top ; 
the moss should be changed every three or 
four days in warm weather, and every week 
in cold. They should be kept free from frost 
in winter^ and cool in summer. These are 
the principal directions that are necessary 
for rendering them fit for angling. Some put 
fine brick dust on the top of the moss, in or* 
der to make them red. 

Begin to fish at the head of a stream, and 
let there be shot on your line in proportion 
to the rapidity of the current ; at the same 
time to allow it to travel freely on the ground. 
Carry your rod even with your hand, and 
no more of your line in the water than what 
is sujiicient to let your bait and shot travel 
freely on the ground. In this manner you 
fish to the bottom of the stream. Some 
anglers, when the water is very clear, begin 
at the bottom of the stream and fish up. They 
oast the bait up, then let it travel down to 
where they stand, then cast it up again, 
taking a step up the stream at every cast^ 
Wfaffn you fish for salmon with the worm, 
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you must use a large salmon hook, upon 
which you may put two lob-worms ; throw 
them in at the head of the stream, and if you 

« 

are not in the habit of wading, you must 
give out line, to allow the bait to travel ia 
the centre of the current. The fish general- 
ly lie with their heads up the current, there- 
fore, when you strike them, it should be 
done the contrary way to that which their 
heads lie. 



SALMON-ROE FISHING. 

The best time of fishing with the salmon- 
roe is upon a flood, before the water clears. 
It generally begins the first flood that hap« 
pens, about the middle or latter end of 
August. The best part of a river is in ed- 
dies that run near the banks. Some small 
pieces of roe are thro^yn in a little above the 
place that is meant to be fished, in order to 

collect the trouts to that spot. Some anglers 

11 
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take their stand at one place, throw their bail 
up the isiream, and let it travel' past as far as 
their rod will allow, theri repeat their cast/ 
Others have a walk of abbut ten jards which* 
they fish from top to botlom without extend* 
ing their limits; f€>r the smaller the space the 
trbots are i^ollected in, the better the sport 
A piece of roe, the size of a hazel* nut^ is 
sufficient to bait the hook with. The rod is) 
kept even with the band, and no more line 
used than is sufficient to let the bait traVelon 
the ground. The trouts give two or three 
smart tugs at the bait, if they are not struck 
at that instant, they are lost for that time, 
and the bait is gone. If there are three or 
four anglers on the same spot so much the 
better, as they help to feed that spot the 
sooner. The trouts take some time to col- 
lect, but when that is done the sport is ex* 
cellent. The roe is generally salted, and may 
be prepared after the following manner: 
first, free it from the white skin that is on 
the outsidq, then sprinkle it with salt ; let 
it remain two days in that state, then sprinkle 
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it with fpesk sah, ndsfid whh a little anlliietoe* 
Too muck s^ltpekee irmkes it a dack Fed^-^ 
the brighter tiiQ red t&e better the prepai!ft* 
tion. It should be kept in a covered resMl, 
in ofdep to keep itHuiist^ la some parts oC 
the coiudzry thejr free k fniikt erery p«ttiefe 
of whjite skin; atMi naake ik iitta a paste^. which 
they put in small pots for use; They alsc^ 
use- a double hook, which tiiey dip into libe 
paste, and fish mlh whatever qnanlhy the 
hook KltBi npv 



OB 
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VOJiM PfSBINa. 



There are a great variety of werms*— •! 
shall only Ascribe those moiA approved of 
by experieneed anglers; 



F 



tni Xifetfift^s ir£M iHctfM. &f 



The Piish-dotattfid i» tfkii^^Ht Mi^ f^otin 

Is found under old thatch, or dung and 
itMKih. mbtckf. TKi«( ir&m 0; mAl and kttoU 
fedi an^ 0^ a bi1gb« r^. 

K^e BmnuOifig utmn 

Itt {fft«^«cF f^ imA m im ifi fHxHiA 

He is chieff^ fttind^ ki' daiiglMlii dtmi^dh^ 
of hogs' dung and horse dung mixed toge- 
ther. 

The tittle Oi(i Tail or Tag tf^orm 

1$ of a i^e yetfow ixm^^ ^e taif, Aid* is^ 
dhtfttei* tbtti tti^dimghiA red #ottfl, But Who'll 
ted fiie' it. 1^6 ii» cfk'ieHy i^nd difiofig otit 

horse d^g-, wheptf th6 ttixee m\s kte oft^A 
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The Pencack Red or the Black headed Red 

Worm 

Is found under cow dung or horse dung, 
three parts dried, in the fields, ^e is found 
from the latter end of April until the begin- 
ning of August, under cow diHig chiefly, 
with his head an inch above the ground. 
He has a. very flat broad tail« and is a good 
worm for .bottom fishing. He is i^so fgund 
under atoqes m the bed of a river. 

The Lob tVorm or Dew Wonn 

Is best in season from the beginning of 
May till August, and may be fished with 
both at bottom and mid-water. Lob worms 
are of two sorts, but of the same kind ; the . 
older ones are knotted, the younger ones not. 
Some have broad spreading tails, and are 
more red in the head than others. They 
have a streak down the back, and are much 
valued for taking large fish. 
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The White Worm or Marl Worm 

Is chiefly found in marl or clay land, and 
commonly after the plow taiK His head is 
very small, and of a pale red, and his tail is 
tagged with yellow. The' other parts of his 
body is' neariy of the same colour as the 
earth he is bred in, but when scoured he is 
of a pale white. 



The Dock Worm or Squirrel Tail 

Is a fine pale red worm without knots. 
He is chiefly found near dock roots, and is 
best discovered by shaking the earth with a 
dungfork. 

The Segg Worm 

Is commonly found in the hollow parts of 
seggs, near the roots. He has a black head 
and a whitish body. He is a good bait for 



fish in those pools especially where seggs 
grow. 

|g f9iqip4 froRi tj;^ lajtep: fp4 of April till 

|j(^ j» a^ fm^er b^it^ ;^d is M$ed with the 
^ajxi^ Up^ ^d bQQ]c ^ the g#Atl^ pr maffgPl^ 
He is to be put in some earth t))^ is gpt frPin 
under the cow dung where he was found> 
and if kept moist ^n^ cool, will M for three 
weeks or a month. 

Trput firfjiqg with the WWqp PW»e» W VBL 
JP^brpa^y ;Mid )^t« fiU tb^ ^d pjf I^^y, par* 
ticularly in the mornings and evenipg^. Tbe 
best worms are the little red worm, the brand- 
ling, and the ^\ii\A wprm ; U^ lob worm an- 
swers well for large fish. 



TBK AM QliXK^S t AQB MSCim» 71 



€AD BAIT. 



There are various kinds of these bait^ ^c« 
conUag tp the flies ^hey are intended to bring 
forth. The first kind is the Creeper. He is 
found in the fatter emd of Marchj and until 
May» under flat hollow stones, in the shal«> 
low parls of the beds, of rivers. They are 
fond of those stones where the water runs 
underneath. They are about an inch long^ 
yellow on the under part, and their backs are 
curiousJy marked with dark brown and yel- 
low. They turn in May into the large May 
fly. No* 55. These cads are the most desir- 
able bait that can be offered to the trouts, 
A second kind are found under stones in the 
rivers, the same as the former. They are 
dirtinguished by being inclosed in stone 
cases, neatly cemented ; these the trouts take, 
case and all, whenever they are enabled to 
get them frcmi under the stones, or the cur^ 
l^nts drive them from Xlmi; hiding pl^ce. 
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There are others of a smaller kind, found al- 
so on the stones, without any covering. 
Others are found inclosed in the hollow parts 
of water weeds, and may be seen in warm 
weather, moving at the bottom of the shal- 
low parts of a river, and in the hollow 
grounds and ditches near the river side^ that 
are occasionally overflowed. If the weather 
is cold, they are sunk deeper in the mud or 
sand, and may be found in numbers by lifting 
up someof the sand from the bottom of the pool. 
I have also found the cads inclosed in stone 
cases in the same way. They may be pre- 
served in the house for a week or two^ by 
putting them in a bason of water, and a flat 
stone for to attach themselves to. It is ne- 
cessary to change the water every day. When 
brought out for use, they may be kept in a 
linen bag, which should be dipped in water. 
They should be guarded from the cold air, 
which soon kills them. As soon as the wea* 
ther is mild in May, it is best Ashing with 
them. It is the first bait to be used in the 
morning, and may be continued till mid-day. 
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The hook should be proportioned to the size 
of the cad : and a few lengths of gut next 
the bait, and a shot within three or four in- 
ches of the hook. They are taken in deep 
water, as well as streams, by moving the bait 
up and down about a foot from the bottoms 
You may also 6sh with cad bait, by placing 
it on your fly hook, and occasionally allow- 
ing your fly to sink a little. The water is in 
best order for them when it is clear. 



THB GRASSHOPPBR BAIT 

Comes on about the middle of June. The 
young are produced near the end of May, 
and are to be found on herbs and grass, — 
on banks or fields, — in a white frothy state; 
After remaining in that state for some time, 
they drop into the grass, and, in three weekfi^ 
after, they are in perfection. The legs are 
taken off« It is then put on a leaded hook, 
in the same manner as the cad bait, and 
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angled with ia tbe same way^ The iibe 
difmld be fiae for a yard above the bait^ 
which makes it sink quicker to the bottom ; 
and the quicker it sinkiB the more freely the 
fish bite. It may be fislied with in the 
mornings (when the water [is dear and low) 
tili the end of August. 



THE CABBAGE WORM OR GRUB, 

An insect produced from the butterfly. 
When the while butterfly comes on, which 
is about the beginning of June, you may find 
them on cabbage leaves. There is another 
sort of grub called the Sleeper, which is <m- 
ly found in the hearts of cabbages. His 
back is of a dark brown, his belly of a beau* 
tifal green finely ribbed. This grub is fovind 
from the beginning of July till the latter end 
of September. There is a third sort that is 
green also, found in the hearts of cabbages^ 
and the least of the three. Ti^ cabbage 



grub is used about tbe same time as the cad 
bait, and it is necessary to have both baits, as 
the fish are fickle at this season, and change 
their diet, both at top and bottom, many 
times in the day ; for when they have got a 
quantity of one kind of food, they chsmge to 
anotlier. The first of these grubs turns to 
the white butterfly 9 the sleeper to a brown 
butterfly ; and the little green one to a dun 
butterfly, with two little circks in his wings 
of di^rent colours. You may use a large 
»zed worm hook, well leaded, and angled 
with in the same manner as cad bait* The 
first ccHitinues till the latter end of June, 
after that there are few to be seen till the 
middle of August, when they are succeeded 
by great quantities of others. These grubs 
and grasshoppers are the best baits fot 
morning fishing till the latter end of Octo- 
ber* 
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THE GENTLE OR MAGGOT, 

The best method of breediDg th«n is^ to 
take a beast's liver^ which is scored with:a 
knife ; bang it up and cover it, but not too 
close; for the flies wilj blow jt sooner for 
being partly covered from ihie air. lo two 
days after, when you perceive the gentles to 
be alive, take down the liver and put it in 
an earthen pot* There let it remain until 
you think the maggots are full grown ; then 
take a sufficient quantity of oatmeal and 
bran; in proportion to the size of the liver, 
arid throw it into them. In three or four 
days more> take a stick and run it through 
the liver, and bang it across the pot, when 
the last brood will soon drop into the bran. 
This is the best method to prevent theif 
turning to seemingly dead blackish grubs, 
and from thence to flies. If you wish to pre- 
serve them all the winter, procure some li- 
vers about the latter end of October 4 and, if 
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the season is favourable, the flies will blow^ 
them the same as in the hotter months. 
These are managed the same way as the 
others, only keeping them somewhat warm- 
er till rhey come to their full growth, then 
throw in a good quantity of meal and bran^ 
which will keep them from the frost. They 
are to be kept in a cellar or some damp 
place, in the pot they were bred in. Th§y 
may be kept in this way till the beginning 
of March. The hook may be from No, 6. 
to No* 9.) according to the state of the wa« 
ter ; and both bait and shot should travel at 
the bottom. This is allowed by all anglers 
to be the best general bait that is used. It 
is good for all sorts of fish that are caught in 
rivers and ponds, except salmon, pike, and 
shad. It is a good way to throw some in 
above the place you mean to 6sh^ a9 it col- 
lects the trouts to that spot. 
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Therre are s^everaf sorts df gfcrbd^ or Wof ms^ 
of v^ribu'd cdotrrs, to be fbuild in tb^ suin- 
flter time, upon the leav^es of trees^ and bush- 
es that grow over highways, or other open 
places, where yon can conveniently finrf 
them, and gathet them up after th^y are fall 
len. When yon hdve found a sufficient 
qnatitfty; put them in bo:S:es, each kind by 
themsef^ei^, and feed them with leaf^es frdm 
the tree they are taken from. ITou mtist 
refresh thefr food five or si^ times a week, 
and take the withered leaves from them. 
There should be hofes in the lid of t6e box, 
to give them air. All- these baits are natu- 
ral food for the fish. Three of these sorts 
are made artificialTy ; that is, the brown 
palmer worm, the bfack paVmer worm, and 
the red palmer worm. 

The brown palmer worm is made of hog's 
down, dyed of an amber colour, ribbed with 
silver twist, and a red cock's hackle over it. 



TUB Asmuufs^ yfjkom liBonr. 
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The black ^m !» sAde 4f Ihe UaKJi; ostricb 
featber»OT the fentbdr o^Vi^ of tbf topkkiot 
of tbe plover, ribbed with gdM twisl, sad » 
blMk bMfcle ov€tf it The. red we is Bonde 
oC » redcjififa eolour^ mobatr or worAedi cib^ 
bed ^ith gokl Imst^ and « red baekle ot^ 
iC These wortn^ are fished in the aaoie 
nHMiner aa Ihe aitificiai Ajr^L and like inaturd. 
otkm ki Ibe jomawiagr 4s tb^ Qgbteg.e gjmb m 
gTMabopper « This is ako an eHceUom bait 
for dibbling^ wiiJa a fine biUeon'^ fealher 
wn^t tonnd the nfrper end el the; shaak, and 
the bail drawn upon the bend etf tbe hoek, 
oClhAmeNo. ^ 



BBETLfiS. 



TbcK ara ef different eokonra aad sisses. 

One kind are quite black, others of a dusky 

red t ^s^ o£ them having two pair of wings, 

the one under the other; the uppermost; 

airy aod bard^ theundernxost so£b andtrana* 
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paretiti and when unfolded and ^retdhed outy 
are longer than the hard wings. Sbme of a 
brown, others of a bluish colour. The red 
beetles are esteemed the best. Both are 
found in horse or cow dung, after bein^ three 
olt four days dropped in the fields. They* 
may behiaul from the time cattle go out to? 
grass till Michaelmas. When you angle 
with them* clip off the hard wings, and hang 
them on your hook with the legs towards 
the water; and, in that manner, dip or dib^^ 
ble on the surface of the water. Some an* 
glers put them on a hook, and fish with 
them in the same manner as the worm or 
gentle. 



GENERAL REMARKS ON FISHING. 

The changes in the colour of the water 
after rain, causes much variety in the dress- 
ing of the flies. In the first chiEinge of the 

6 
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ivaterftftera flood;, to. .a dark;br6WQ» it is 

* 

generally thought too dark and heury for 
the Aye; the; minnow or worm is. then the 
best, to use. When it gets tp a clear Ix-own, 
is the. biQst tioieifor angling with the fly. 
The merit of making a good imitation of the 
larger natural flies, is best tried in dear wa> 
ter ; iherefore, experienced anglers • make 
choice of the smallest flies in that case. 
Large flies are best early in the morning;; 
the glimmering of the evening; a clouffy 
day and windy ; a rough stream, or daA 
water^ : 

No fixed time can be given for the clears 
ing of the water after floods, as it varies ac* 
cording to the natare of the countrjir it pas* 
ses through. The more cultivated a'country 
ijs, the more the water will be tinged hy dif^ 
ferent kinds of soil ; and the more moun^ 
tainous a country is, the sooner the waters 
clear, as it accumulates mostly from mosses 
and grass lands.' The small streams and 
burns that run in valleys, may be fished im- 
mediately as the storm ceases. I have ob» 
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served the Tweed and the Gala water qtiite 
muddy after a storm^ while the smaller 
streams were of a iine brown; then is the 
best time to angle in them, before the water 
falls. They are generally fished with worms, 
with a small rod and a short line. The bait 
is dropped into the .small siireams, or deep 
parts of the water. When there are deep 
h<des, a minnow dropped in is suite to meet 
-with a ready customer. If the stream, is of 
p. good size, the fly may be made lise of. 
The trouts caught on these occasions ai*e of 
a large size. The salmon are taken with 
ti50iit baits. They generally lie in the mid- 
dle of a rough, and the upper part of> a gen- 
tle, stream, when on their prey. . Their best 
time.of. £eeding is from six till nine in the 
forenoon, and from three in the afternoon 
till sunset, in a clear water, when the^wind 
blows moderately, i The best months/ for 
aportiog with him, are from the befginning of 
March till the end of Augusti . •" 
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TROUTS. 

/ 

The best months for angling for trouts are 

Marcb^ April, May, Jone ; you may begin 

in Febrnapy, when the weather is opeii and 

mild ; in March and April, it is best ang«* 

ling for trouts with the worin, in the fore- 

noon ; with the fly or minnow, the rest of the 

day; but in the month of May, you must 

use the minnow and ead bait in the forenoon^ 

till the flies come down. In March, if the 

weather be hot, still, and bright, and the 

water clear, angle for them in the swiftest 

streams and most strong part of the river, 

with minnow or worm otily, and in the deeps> 

mornings and erenings, very early and late, 

that is, when the weather proves very clear 

and bright. 

In casting your line and flies, observe to 
make a semicircle with your rod in order 
to avoid snapping your flies, and after you 
have made your cast, raise the point of your 
rod to prevent too much of your line from 
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falling in the water, properly no more should 
fall than what your flies are attached to. Ma- 
nage so as to let your flies drop lightly on the 
water, which a little well-directed practice Will 
soon attain. Begin to fish at the hefid of a 
stream, and use caution, for there, generally, 
the best game lies, particularly when there 
are flies coming down the river. When yon 
cast your flies across the stream, keep them 
in gentle motion to prevent the trouts from 
perceiving the cheat ; if you give them too 
much time they discover it, or if they take 
it, when l^hey perceive the fraud, they quick** 
ly disengage theniselves.: If it is a slow run- 
ning wa4;er, let your flies sink a little as you 
draw them towards you ; keep out of sight 
of the fish as much as circumstances will al- 
low; and avQid having the sun in your back^ / 
for your shadow on the water alarms the 
fish. When you have hooked a good fish, 
keep yiour rod up, the spring of the rod helps 
to strengthen your line. Wind your line up 
gently, in order to have a proper length to 
land him« If he is too strong to be brought 
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in, play him down the stream, which weak- 
ens; bim. If asalmon, and fresh from the 
sea, every time he approaches the shore he 
makes a desperate effort to return to those 
rocky haunts that had so often proved friend- 
ly to him ; in that case, it will be necessary 
to give out line and again wind up; the 
more he runs in that way, the sooner he 
tires, and at last becomes an easy prey. 
Care should be taken that the pirn allows 
the line to run freely, otherwise the tackle 
may be emiangered, atid the fish lost* 
* It is of the first importance to an angler 
to have hooks that are- well tempered, and 
those who dres^ flies should be particularly 
careful in that respect. I have found Ad- 
Kttgton'» of Kendal, of a good temper. Many 
angleris do not approve of the Kirby bend, 
particularly in large hooks ; they prefer the 
hook that is bent in a line with the shank, 
as being the best for holding a large fish. 
There are, no doubt, many other good 
makers of hooks, and the way to prove thena 
is, by taking the shank of the hook in oi^e 
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hand and putting the thumb-nail of the other 
under the bend, if the hook has a spring ai^l 
returns to the same position, that hook is 
well tempered ; if too high tempered, it will 
snap, and if too little, it loses its form. 



MATERIALS FOB MAKING ARTIFICIAL FLIBS. 

Hooks of all sizes ; marking silk of every 
colour ;. shoemakers' was of softest kind; 
cocks' hackles, those feathers that hang down 
from the back of their necks, and those near 
the tail, — ^black and red are most useful, but 
they shxiuld be procured of all colours. Gold 
and silver flatted wire, or twist. Green and 
copper-coloured peacock, and black ostrich 
herl. 

Hcir» 

Hog's down and bear's hair of different 
colours, these are good for mixing with the 
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dubbing, as they repeJ the water ; the white 
hog's down may he dyed to any colour. 
Cow and calf's hair of different colourSi and 
the sof^st that can be procured, good for 
making large salmon flies. Spaniel'^ hair 
from behipd the ears, dark brown and light 
brown ; the soft fur, both brown and black, 
from the badger's skin. Seal's fur of differ* 
ent colours. Camer9 hairj also fur from 
the hare's neck and ears ; from the squirrel's 
tail. Fox-cub from the tail. A water-rat ; 
a house-mouse ; a martin, particularly the 
yellow spots under the jaws. 

Feathers^ 

From the wild-drake, the back and tb§ 
breast ; the wings of the starling ; the water 
coot; the jay; the fieldfare ; and the blacks 
bird, A pheasant ; a woodcock ; a landr 
rail ; a brown hen ; the grouse ; the plover ; 
and from the back and wings of a heron. 
The feathers from the tail of a turkey-cock, 
particularly those that are black with a white 



I 
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tip at the end> a good wing for salmon flies^ 
There are few wild birds bat what add their 
mite to adorn these little inseets, feathers 
being the best general substitute as yet found 
out for their wings/ In respect to making 
the artificial flies, the water knots, and many 
sniall affairs that are useful in angling, I 
would' recommend an application to an ex* 
perienced angler, for those things are best 
sind soonest learned by seeing them done. 



BRIEF ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

PRINCIPAL FISH 

THAT AFFORD AMUSEMENT TO THE ANGLER 
IN FRESH WATERS, 

WITH THEIR SEASONS, 

AND THE MOST APPROVED BAITS THAT ARE USED IN 

ANGLING FOR THEM. 



BRIEF ACCOUNT, ^. 



SALMON, 



When in season, is adorned with a row of 
Ismail round black spots along the middle of 
each side, from head to tail. Their time of 
spawning varies in different rivers. They 
make holes in the gravel, where they depo* 
site their spawn, and cover it over to protect 
it from danger. After they have performed 
their duty, if not detained by particular 
causes, they return to the sea to regain their 
strength. The salmon is taken with trout 
baits. They generally lie in the middle 9f a 
rough and the upper part of a gentle stream 
when on prey. Their best timeiof feeding is 
from six till nine in the forenoon, and from 
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three in the afternoon till sunset ; the best 
months for sporting with them, are from the 
beginning of March till the end of August. 
The salmon flies are generally made accord-* 
ing to fancy^ and in size proportioned to the 
river; there are two kinds of large flies in 
nature, which are sometimes imitated. The 
first is the 

Dragon-fly, 

In some places called the adder-fly ; these 
flies feed on insects like swallows, which 
they pursue in the air. • I have seen them 
fly over the surface of the water when the 
air was warm and gloomy, and they are 
no doubt well known to the salmon. Some 
of them are brown^ both body and wings^ 
others black, and the length of their bodies 
varies from an inch and a half to two inches 
and a half. They come on in June as soon 
as the weather sets in warm, and last till 
the end of August. There is another sort 
called the 
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King's Fisher or Peacock Fly. 

• • • • 

This fly has the same habits ais the formery 
and the colour of hk body is like the fea^ 
tbers on the neck of the peacock. The wing^ 
are generally made from the eye or moiin4 
that .is in the feathers in the tail of the pea<* 
cock. This fly, when dressed very brilliant^ 
is much esteemed by the pike ; he la^ts tilt 
the cold weather sets in at the end* of the 
year. These large flies are generally fbiind 
about woods and marshy grounds, and in 
very warm days they are seen mo^t actiTe- 
in pursuit of their prey. 



/ } • 1 *, 



Ta0UTS> , r:. t 



Ifike thfe salmon, before they spawn, make 
up the rivers towards the spring-head, and' 
v^ill mak^ their way through mills, wears, 
and floodi»gates» and up high and swift cur- 
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rents, and spawn in October or November, 
some rivers sooner, some later. After the 
trouts have spawned they look sick, lean, 
and big headed, are bony, and not good till 
the spring returns to animate them. There 
are some female trouts, in all rivers, that are 
barren and continue good all the winter. In 
February, when the weather gets milder, the 
trouts leave their winter quarters in the 
deeps, to scour, cleanse, and recreate them- 
selves, in shallower waters and streams, and 
prepare themselves for their summer delights^ 
They first settle in the eddies of a stream ; 
and, as they gain strength, they advance 
nearer the head. They settle, for the most 
part, in whirlpools and holes into which 
swift streams and shallows fall ; and, grow- 
ing strong, feed in the largest and swiftest 
currents, especially in the sides and deepest 
parts of them near to their holds. If they 
are large, they commonly lie under hollow 
banks, that are worn so by the streams bear* 
ing on them ; under roots of trees, boughs,' 
and bushes, and behind large stones, blocks, 
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and. banks that jet forth in the water, <m 
which streams pressing cause an eddy or 
whirling back of the water. In soch places 
they delight themselves to lie^ constantly 
waiting and watching for the stream to 
bring something down to feed upon either 
at top or bottom. Sometimes they take up 
their station under bridges, and between two 
streams that run from under double arches, 
in the returns of streams, where the water 
seems to boil and roll up and down. Some- 
tiniesy for want of a better covering, they 
lurk under seggs and weeds, the better to 
surprise their prey, in milUheads and dams, 
and in those streams where the dam runs in* 
to the river» and in deep swift streams at 
flood-gates and wears. The female trout has 
a lesser head and deeper body than the male, 
and is reckoned better meat. . A hog's back 
and a little head^ to any fish, either trout or 
salmon, is a sign that such fish is in season. 
The roach and dace are in season about vl 
fortnight after spawning; the barbel and 
chub in a month ; the trouts in four months ; 



4, 



96 THS ANOLKR^S YAD'E MBOUM. 

and the sirfmtfo in.tbb aame, provided thay re- 
turn to the; s^a« after :$pawniQg^ skiid.agiii0 
return to^tbe:fltesb?waterv.. . 



PIKE. 

The pike is a lotog and roundish body; has 
a plain smooth liead ; is covered with scaler 
of a whitish .dolour ; thie body :is sprinkled 
on both sides with yeUpwi^h spots; the 
young ones;are more. green ; the upper find 
lower jaws are full of teeth, and three rows 
of teeth upon the tongue* He is the tyrant 
of fresh- water fish, and lives longer than any 
other fishi except a carp* 

Spawning Ttme^ 



I I 

f 



He spawns but once a year^ which is 
usually about the end of February on begin- 
ning of March« The best of these fish are 

those that breed in rivers, and the female is 

11 
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preferred to the male. Their chief season 
is from May till Candlemas ; his feeding is 
chiefly upon fish and frogs. 

The Best Baits 

> 

For taking pike is a small fish commonly 
called a par-trout, in some places they call 
it the rack*rider ; in Cumberland they call 
it a brandling. It is distinguished by having 
(road purplestripes on each side coming down 
from the back* The next is small trouts or sal- 
mon snieltSt- and large minnows lind frogs. 
It may be. either a land or water frog, and 
(the yell<KWer it is the better the pike like it. 
live bsitts - are the best. They may be kept 
in tin vei^els with holes in the top; the 
waler should; be changed often, for when 
there! are many of them in it, the air in the 
water gets impure and kills them. If the 
baits, are dead they should be as fresh as 
posisible, and kept in a tin-box with bran in 
it» which dries any moisture about them, 
and keeps them from being injured. There 



o 
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aFe a variety of other baits, but thle^ par i is 
foutni by experience to b^Hbie best# . ^ . 

The Best Ways of Taking Pike. 

The lines and other tackle for this pur- 
pose are now so accurately madet and, sold 
in the shops, that it;is needless to troubl€;,|tix 
iipgler with a. dlsscription of themt: The 
first way is th^j ledger 1)atL ' This bait is fix- 
ed to a certain, place where ydu thiiilc.it 
likely for pike.to he ^ youf'!baits should, be 
living, whether fish or frogl The . best way 
to bait all fish is -to >put: the arming -wire in 
at the veM of the fish and out at the mouth, 
difaw the armingj-wire thtou^h tilHhd bend 
of the double hook tcofaiek tip tb the vent of 
the fish, then make his head' gently fast to 
the joint of.the armingwwire with a little silk 
or thread. Ifydur bait is- a frog, put the 
hook in at his mouth' and out at his gill, then 
tie. his leg to .the-iarming-^wire with^a'iittle 
)9ilk ; in this way-helives*a long time. Hav- 
ing thus prepared .j/Kiuribait, either fish or 
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ftog, put your arming- wire on the spring 
that is attached to your swivel, let your line 
be from twelve to fourteen yards in length ; 
then fix your line to some bough or other 
rest, next the water, near to the place where 
you guess the pike to be. Then wind 
your line on a forked stick, with a notch in 
one end, to keep your line to the length 
you mean to throw into the water, which 
may be a yard or two, according to circum- 
stances, that when the pike comes he may 
the more easily run off with the remaining 
part of your line to his hold, in order to 
swallow his bait. 

» 

The Second Way 

Is with the triipmer-^iloat ; the best are 
made of cork, and may >be had' in the tackle- 
shops, ready prepared with line and hook. 
The fish is put on the hook the same way as 
in the former method ; you let about three or 
four feet of your line off the float, which 
you fasten to a notch that is in one end 
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of the stick that runs through the ceiitra of 
the cork* Then throw it in theLoch^iand^ 
the wind drives it about. When the pike 
seizes the bait, the line gives way: with 
him till it comes to the end that is fastened 
to the float, then, all he can do, the float will 
be^at the top of the water, and at length 
wearies and kills him. Where there is no 
boat on the water, there should be a line ;at*^ 

« 

tached to the float to have it under com* 
mand« There may be many of those floats 
on the water at the same time, which yield 
great amusenoietat, where pike are plenty* 

The Third Way of Taking Pike 

Is by trolling, and is very pleasant by the 
exercise d.nd variety it affords of walking 
about. It is best angling in this way when 
the water'is clear, and especially on a windy 
day. Some prefer a single before a double 
pike- hook, and baiting with a minnow as 
well to catch perch as pike, by trolling^ 
When you are completely fitted with al| 

10 
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niat!ei;iials, and jronr hook is baited, cast your 

fish bait up iand down in such places as. you 

knotvthe pike frequents, letting it sink a 

considerable depth before you. pull it up 

agaiii. When the pike comes, if it be not 

sunk too deep, you may see a motion in* the 

-water^at least you may feel him ; then slack 

your line, and give him length enough to go 

to bis: hold, where they always make, and 

there paunch and swallow the bait. :Thus 

let him lie tiH you see the line moire, .tvhen 

you may conclude he ha^ swallowed the 

bait, and is on the range for more* Then 

wind up your line till you think it is almost 

strait, then, with a smart jerk, hook him. 

If he is a large fish you must play him till 

he is tired before you attempt to land him. 

The best hold of him then is )t)y putting a 

finger in each eye, as his bite is severe. 

• The pike loves still, shady, and unfrequented 

water, with a sandy, chalky, or clay bottom. 

.His best biting time is early in the morning 

: Of late in the evening, in a clear water and 

gentle gales« He takes all sorts of baits be- 
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sides those I have already mentioned, such 
as gudgeons, small roaches and dace, large 
minnows, bull-heads^ bleak, a young trout^ 
jack, or perch. Take care that all your fish 
baits are fresh and sweet when you use 
them. A piece of aa eel is a favourite bit 
with him. The king's fisher or peacock- 
fly is also taken by him, or any fly that is 
large and gaudy, but there should be a good 
breeze of wind on the water when they are 
tried. There is another method of taking a 
pike at the snap, which is only used in 
March, when the fish are sick after spawn- 
ing, and not worth taking. 



OF THE GRAYLING. 

This is by no means a general fish ; he 
feeds like a trout, but is of a difi^erent shape; 
his back is like a hog, and his fins stand up- 
right on his back like those of a perch ; his 
mouth and belly touch the ground together ; 
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he seldom exceeds twenty-four inches; his 
principal season is from September till Christ- 
mas, at which time he is black about the 
head and gills, and down the back; his helly 
dark grey dappled colour, with beautiful 
black spots, his flesh white and Arm; his 
teeth grow round his upper jaw as ^tie as 
any file, and his mouth is tender, so much 
SO9 that, after he is hooked, jie is often lost. 
He should be angled for with a fine hook 
and play^ gently* ^He spawns the latter 
end of March or the beginning of April, at 
which time he lies in sharp streams. His 
haunts are the same as the trout, and is tak- 
en with the same b^its ; but qo bait he is so 
fond of as the maggot. He feeds upon cad 
bait, and all kind of insects that gather busks. 
The grayling plows and roots up the gravel 
to seek his food. When you fish for him 
let your bait and shot travel on the ground, 
and use a cork float in preference to a run- 
ning line. The Humber in Yorkshire pro- 
duces more of those 5sh than any other ri- 
ver in England. 
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THE PERCH> HIS SPAWNING TIME. 

The perch is a good and bold biting fish ; he 
carries his teeth in his mouth, which is large ; 
he is a great devourer of his brethren, has a 
hog-back, and armed with sharp prickles ; 
his skin is covered with thick dry hard 
scales ; having two fins at his back. The sea- 
perch has but one fin on his back, and is 
esteemed a much better fish. He spawns 
in May. As to his shape, he is deep bodied, 
and about fourteen inches long. 

There are several baits that will take him ; 
he bites freely at the following three : the 
worm, the minnow, or small frogs. The 
small red dunghill worm is the best, when 
well scoured in moss. If you rove for perch 
with the minnow, let it be alive. Stick the 
hook into his back fin or upper lip, and let 
him swim up and down in mid water or a 
little lower, still keeping him about that 
depth with a cork float, which should not 
be very small ; lead your line within nine 



THB anglbb's vadb mbcitm. 105 

inches or a foot of the hook for to keep your 
bait under water. When you fish with a 
frog you must put the hook through the skin 
of his back, for then he will swim without 
interruption. Whenever they bite be sure 
to give line enough that they may swallow 
the bait, or else the hook, being covered 
with the bait, will slip out of his mouth. 
This way of fishing for perch is best in May 
and June. The wasp-grub, and the grub 
that is got at the root of the dock, are alsa 
taken very eagerly by them. 



THB TENCH. 

It is remarked that this fish loves ponds 
better than rivers, and prefers pits to either. 
This fish is leather*mouthed, has very large 
fins and smooth scales, a red circle about 
his eyes, which are large, and of a gold co« 
lour ; from each corner of his mouth hangs 
down a small barb. This fish is used in me- 
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dioioal c^ses, and much commended for 
wholesome food. He- begins to spawa in 
June, and in some ponds not 'till the latter 
end of July ; lives for some time out of the 
water, and is best in season from the end of 
September till the end of May&< 

Baits anti Time of Biting. 

He will bite at a well scoured red worm, 
a maggot, a young wasp^grub boiled in milk> 
or a green worm from the boughs of trees. 
These four are reckoned the best baits. His 
best season for biting is from the beginning 
of April till the end of May. The size of 
the hook from No. 3. to No. 6. It should be 
whipped on silk worm gut, with two or three 
shots on the line, for pond fishing, with a 
goose-quill float. The same tackle will serve 
for carp, perch, and tench. His hours of 
feeding are eight, twelve, and four. Be sure 
to throw in a few jnaggotS' at the taking of 
each fish, which keeps them together. 



THS AMMBrVt TADB JfSeUM. tO? 



THE CARP« 

The carp is a stately and very subtle fish, 
styled the Fresh Water Fox. His back rises 
from his head somewhat sharp and edg^d ; 
is covered with strong broad scales ; is of a 
yellowish colour when arrived to an age: 
the younger sort are more inclined to a 
dusky colour. His head is short; has no 
teeth, and swims with broad fins. His tail 
is broad and forked, of a colour between red 
and black, as is also the last.6n. He has. no 
tongue^ but, instead, nature has giVen him a 
fleshy palate. ' He breeds in several months 
in the year. They are seldom taken, either 
male or female, without a melt or spawn in 
them, particularly in the summer season* He 
breeds more naturally in ponds than in run- 
ning water; but the river carp is preferred 
He is difficult to take, therefore should be 
fished for very early or late. They begin to 
spawn at four years old. 
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Baits. 

They bite at well scoured red worms, mag- 
gots, wasp-grub, or green worms from 
boughs or bushes. You should bait the 
holes you intend to fish a day or two be- 
fore; but in case the fish are shy, you must 
continue to bait for a fortnight or three 
weeks, once a day, then you may depend oa 
fiport. But if the pool or pond is well stor- 
ed, you need not bait above an hour or two 
before hand. Your worms should be of the 
red or white kind, not loo large, and well 
scoured. In angling for him, keep out of 
sight as much as you can ; and when you 
hook him give him play enough, otherwise 
he will break your tackle ; for he is not on- 
ly a strong fish, but a great struggles If he 
is a large fish, when you strike him, he will 
run to the other side of the pond or river, 
you should therefore give line to him. His 
best season is in March and April. 
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THE BREAM. 

The bream is a broad fish ; a small head 
and sharp snout; the back bending and 
edged, rising sensibly from the head like a 
swine. The colour of his back is between 
blue and black ; the sides and belly of those 
that are young are white, but the sides of 
those that are full grown are of a gold colour, 
and their belly is red. The mouth; in pro- 
portion lo his size, is small, without teeth ; 
the palate soft and fleshy, like that of a carp; 
his eyes are hrge. They spawn in the end 
of June or the beginning of July. They are 
best in season a little before they spawn. 
Some think them best in September. They 
swim in shoals, delighting most in gentle 
soft streams ; sandy or clay bottoms ; in the 
deepest, broadest, and middle parts of ponds; 
in the deepest and most quiet places in rivers, 
near unto weeds. The bream and roach 
are fond of heavy dead running waters. 
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There are many baits that are^ used to 
take them. The red worms, the gentles or 
inaggot, the wasp-grub boiled in milk, to 
make them tough, or they may be dried on 
a tile before th^ fire. The worms that are 
found at the dock roots, flags, seggs, or rush- 
es, in watery places. They also bite at 
the grasshopper in June and July, and at 
several flies under. water, found on flags that 
grow near the water side. Use a quill-float 
with lead, about a foot or ten inches from the 
hook, sufficient to sink your float a little ia 
the water. It is sufficient to have it abput half 
an inch above the water. The best hours 
for fishing for them is from four till eight ia 
the morning, and tbp same hours in the even- 
ing. Where a shoal of them is feeding, may 
be discovered by one or two of them sport- 
ing at the top of the water, while the rest 
^re feeding below, When you strike^ it is 
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necessary to giye out line to him in bis first 
rage. 



TUB FLOUNDER 

Is originally a sea fish, without scales, 
which wanders far into fresh waters. The 
best are distinguished by red spots. Thejr 
yield much sport to the angler. He com- 
monly^ frequents gravelly sandy bottoms; 
deep gentle streams; or at the end of a 
stream, in deep still parts of the water; and 
in ^ gentle stream that is somewhat brack* 
ish. 

Bmts. 

They bite at any worm found in marshy 
ground or meadows, which should be well 
scoured. Also worms that are dug up in 
the bed of a river near to the sea, He is a 
crafty and greedy biter, and will nibble and 
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suck at the bait some time before he takes^ 
it ; and, if he perceives the hook, will fly 
from it ; therefore, let your bait be always 
in motion, which makes him more eager. 
He bites best in mild soft weather. 



THE BARBS L» 

So called from his barb or wattles at :Yas 
mouth. He is a leather-mouthed fish, large, 
of a fine cast, and handsome shape, with 
small scales, placed in an exact and curious 
manner. He is not reckoned the best of iish 
for eating ; the male is preferred to the fe- 
male. They spawn in April, but quickly 
become in season. They keep, together in 
shoals. The melter and spawner mutually 
labour to hide their eggs in holes, which ;they 
dig in the gravel, covering them over with 
sand, much like the salmon. He is able to 
live in the swiftest waters, and in summer 
frequents the shallowest and sharpest streams. 
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delighting to lurk ander weeds, ratting and 
digging in the sands with his nose like a hog, 
and there nesting himself. He sometimes 
retires to deep swift waters, bridges, flood- 
gates, and w^rs, where he will rest himself 
among the piles, or in hollow places, taking 
such a hold of moss or weeds, that the cur- 
rent, ever so strong, cannot force him from 
the place he contends for. At the approach 
of winter he retires to the deep still parts of 
the river. 

Baits* 

The barbel and chub are reckoned the 
coarsest of the fresh water fish ; but the 
barbel affords the angler fine sport, being so 
strong, as frequently to endanger the break- 
ing of the line, by running his head vio- 
lently towards any covert, hole, or bank, 
striking at the line with his tail to break it. 
He is also canning in nibbling and sucking at 
the bait, and yet will avoid taking it in his 

mouth. He is very nice in his baits. They 

n 
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must be sweel and clean worlds^ well scour-* 
ed, not kept in sour or miistj moss. He will 
bite at well scoured lob^womts> as boldly as 
at any bails whatever. He most be fished 
for early and Imte. Well ^coored raagjj^fl 
are ibe best to bait fbr him. The priocipal 
hiontbs to angle for faim is from the begimung 
of May till Ibe end of Aagust. 



THE CHUB 

Much resembles the carp, but only of a 
longer shape* His scales are very broad ; 
his head short, and his teeth are in his throat* 
He will feed upon little fish or frogs, about 
a fortnight before they spawn* If the wea* 
ther is hot they gather in ishods, and appear 
on the top of the water. They spawn iq 
May, and are not in season until the begin- 
ning of August, and continue until Aprilt 
being in great perfection in the winter 
months. They are slit and saltedi and eat 
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well in that state^ The chub likes sandy 
or clay bottoms, large rivers, and shady 
streams ; but their chief abode is in the 
angles or deep holes^ where the water runs 
not very quick. 

Baits. 

His baiting time is from sunrise until ten 
in the morning, and from four in the after* 
noon until sunset. He is caught in the 
warm months with cow*s brains, lob*wormS| 
grasshoppers, and cad4>aits, and at top with 
the down-hill fly, the grasshopper, cater* 
pillarj*^ May fly, or ant fly. These must be 
used in the manner of bobbing or dibbling. 
You must be sure to keep well out of sight, 
behind some bush or tree ; for they are a 
very timid flsh. He never refuses a grass- 
hopper at the top of a swift stream, or a 
young wasp'grub at bottom. These grubs 
are found m the holes in banks, and discover- 
ed by the old ones going in and out. Yoa 
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mast use the same kind of tackle as for a 
carp. 



ROACH AND DACE. 

* 

Roach is so called from hts red fins. He 
is a fish not much admired for his fine taste. 
His spawn is reckoned the best part of him. 
He has a kind of saw^ike teeth in his throat. 
As the carp is reckoned the water fox^ so the 
roach is called the Water Sheep, for his sim* 
plicity. The roach makes fine diversion, 
particularly those of a large siz^e. They are 
a very healthful fish, whence comes the pro- 
verb^ As sound as a roach. The dace spawn 
the beginning of March, the roach the be- 
ginning of May. These fish arq best in sea- 
son from Michaelmas mitil Candlemas. 

Baits. 
The roach and dace are fished fior in win- 
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ter with gentles^ but in April with worms 
and cads, or flies uiider water. The roach 
"Will rise to a daisy, when the green part is 
taken off, and the flower part put on ^ hook- 
He is also taken in the following manner ; 
Put an ant fly on your hook ; let it $ink to 
the bottom, with lead on ypur line, pear the 
piles of a bridge, or posts of a wear, or ^ny 
deep place where they jnay lie quiet. Pull 
your fly up very leisurely, and you will have 
a roach follow it up to the top of th^ w^ter^ 
gazing and running 9X it with great eager- 
ness* In this way great numbers are caught. 
You may take both roach and dace with 
gentles and young wasp-grubs. When you 
fish for them, use a large hook, a quick ^y@, 
and a nimble hand, or your bait will be lost. 
They ivill bite almost at any fly, but chiefly 
the apt |fly. A good winter bait is got by 
foUowipg the plough, when they are turning 
up any sandy soil or fresh land, you will find 
a white worm, as large as two gentles, with 
a red head. These worms are the better to 
have a gentle boil in milk before they arp 
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used, as it makes them tough. There is al« 
so a grub that is bred froAi the eggs of the 
beetle, which are found in holes in the 
ground, under cow or horse dung that re« 
mains some time in the fields, and frequent* 
!y under large stones that are sunk a little in 
the ground; these turn, first to a red, and 
then to a black beetle. If you gather a 
quantity of these grubs, and put them in a 
vessel with a quantity of the earth they are 
found in about them, and cover them dovirn 
close, to keep them from the effect of the 
/rost ; in this way they may be preserved all 
winter, and will be good till April. These 
and the gentles are good bait for most kinds 
of fish, in the winter season and early in the 
spring. 



THE GUDGEON 



Ts reputed a fish of excellent taste and 
very nourishing. He is leather-mottthed j 
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^ a Hue dwfMd^ and silrer colour ; bis body 
and tail ts beaoti&iily adorned lyitb black 
spota. The gudgeoa is a riyerfish, though 
sometiines found in poinds dhot am fed by 
rdls or spriog^. He delagbts most in gfayd<» 
\y and Brnndy bottoms/ and in stow straamfi. 
He inhabits large rivers and small brooks, 
but his chief residence is in small rivers. In 
the warm months 4hey 4ie in shallower wa- 
ters ; from September till April they dwell 
in the deepest places ifaat are most sandy. 
They spawn in the end of April or the be- 
ginning of May. 

Baits. 

The gudgeon is good £«ib (or sl young 
angler to begin witb» being easily taken with 
small worm0 or gentles. You may fish with 
a runniog line, with your bait on the ground. 
They are scattered up and down in the sbal- 
lojws of rivers in summer months^ but keep 
together in shoals, in the colder months^ in 
the deeper parts oi i:he m»W» He bitefi^ aU 
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day long, from March until September, when 
the weather is mild and soft. He does not 
bite well for scmie time after a flood, or 
heavy showers of rain^ He also bites well 
in gloomy or hot sun-shining w^^ther, from 
an hour after sunrise until an hour before 
it sets. 



THB BUFF OB POPB. 

The ruff is a fish that is not found in all 
rivers. He resembles the perch in shape^ 
though he never attains his size^ yet is not 
inferior in goodness. He is of brown colour^ 
somewhat duskish aboye, and of a pale yel- 
low below ; marked on the jaws with a 
double course of half circles. All the body 
is covered with sharp prickly fins^ which 
bristle up when he is angry, but when ap- 
peased they lie flat. There is a straight line 
along his back ; and fins and tail are speck- 
ed with black spots. The mff is a greedy 

7 
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^sh, aud will bite eagerly. They lie in 
abundance together in a reserved place^ 
where the water is deep ; and, when a young 
sportsman has found out their haunt, he may 
catch three or four dozen, sometimes double 
that number, at a standing. They spawn ill 
the beginning of April. 

Baiis. 

You must angle for him with a 9mall red 
worm. He bites at the same time, and is 
taken after the same manner as the ' perch. 
For both kinds of fish the river Ware, thai 
runs by Norwich, is famous. Th^y are also 
very plentiful in the Oxfordshire rivers, in 
the Teme, which runs into the Severn at 
Worcester. 



THE BLEAK, 



By some called the fresh-water sprat, is a 
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fish ever in motion. He is in continuat 
action in the Water, and sporting fcimftelf 
with small (lies and insects that float on the 
surface. His back is of a sea green, and 
hrs belly shining and white as snow. The 
bleak is angled for at mid-day, with a line 
and five or six small hooks made fast about 
six inches distance from one another. The 
bait is small well scoured gentles. They 
may also be taken with a small, fine, arti- 
ficial black gnat. 



THE CHARR AND O0IKf AD. 

In Windermere, in the county of Wertr 

morland, are caught a singular sort of fiah 

called charr. Tliey are also found in two 

lakes at Snowden,-^ w Ui^les. In a small 

but rapid river called Petteral, that runs 

near Carlisle, in the adjoining county of 

Cumberland, are caught trouts about the 

same size with the charr, which ace potted 

11 
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nice the cbarr, and sold for them. The^ are 
ta.ken with the May • fly, and other flies in 
season. The guiniad is found in the river 
Dee, which rises in Merionethshire, runs 
through Pemblemeer in Cheshire, which is a 
large water, and abounds with that kind of 
fish. 



THE PARE TROUT, 

By some called rack rider. In Cumber- 
land and Westmoreland they are called the 
Brandling. This trout seldom grows above 
seven or eight inches. He is beautifully 
marked on the sides with broad purple 
stripes. He delights, in the warm months, 
to sport in sharp shallow streams, and makey 
excellent sport for young anglers. He 
makes the best bait that is for pike ; and 
the par tail is jknown to kill the largest trouts 
when nsed in the same way as the mijnnoWf 



124 THB angler's vadb mbcum. 

The par takes with an imitation of any small 
fljr, or midges in season. 



TH £ MINNOWy 

When in season, is of a greenish sky co» 
lour ; his belly white, and bis back nearly- 
black. They are frequently full of spawa 
during the summer, for they breed often, 
and quickly arrive at their full growth. 
They ase eager biters at a small red worm ; 
and they are often caught with crooked pin 
without any worm on it. Before a storm of 
rain they lie close under stones or weeds, 
and will not bite. They appear in March, 
and -retire before the winter storms set in. 
His biting is from an hour after sunrise till 
an hour before sunset. I have found that 
the best method of preserving them for ang- 
ling IS, by covering them over with salt for 
two or three day$ ; then take them out of the 
liquor that is about them, wipe them dry 
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with a piece of soft linen, then cover them 
over with dry sah. In this way they may 
be kept for any length of time. They pre- 
serve their colour and last well on the books. 



JSjBXjS* 



There are three sorts of eels; the silver 
eel, the green eel, and the black eel. The 
silver eel has a fine dark brown back and a 
white belly, and a small head. The green 
eel has a back of dark green, and the belly 
of pale light green, his head is broad and 
flat. The black e el has a black back, a yellow 
belly, and a larger head than the two former^ 
and is not reckoned good food, particularly 
when found in muddy pools. The silver eel 
commonly loves gravelly, sandy, or stony 
bottoms ; they generally come up the rivers, 
if the weather is fresh, in April, and continue 
till the end of August, and often longer, if 
the weather keeps mild. Before the storms 
begin, they take themselves to their winter 
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quarters ; they are best in season in Miay^ 
June^ and July. 

Baits 

Are of four. sorts, the lob- worm, loach, 
minnow, and bull-head ; the best season for 
angling for them is from May until the end 
of July; the weather cannot be too warm; 
when they find that they are hooked, they 
often wind themselves round a stone, and 
you may endanger your tackle by pulling 
too strong; if you slack your line to them 
they soon move from there, then is your 
time to pull them out. They are, at besl» 
the most unpleasant fishing an angler can 
encounter. 



The rivers (particularly those parts of 
them that He near the sea) are much en- 
livened by sea trouts of different kinds, that 
frequent them in the early part of the year, 
particularly if the weather is fresh and free 
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from frost. They are th« first fronts that rise 
to the fly. They are a spirited fish, give 
good sport, and bite free and ansuspecting 
of fraud. Their principal time of coming 
up the rivers is the first flood that happens, 
towards the end of April or the beginning of 
May ; if the weather is mild and warm after 
the storm of rain, so much the better. They 
Are generally supposed to be fond of gaudy 
flies, which they certainly do take, when the 
water is dark or brown, but when the water 
is clear, I found a plain imitation of the na- 
tural flies, in season, take them much better. 
In May, the small black and j^ellow flies are 
great favourites with them ; towards the end 
of May, the large white trouts quit the rivers, 
and are not seen again until the end of July 
or the beginning of August. They are then 
taken with a small black or red fly, or a good 
imitation of the small house- fly. 



I have given in this small work the prin- 
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Gipal baits that are used by all fair anglers^ 
and, when applied with judgment, I have 
no doubt of their success. There are a va« 
riety of other alluring baits and pastes which 
are sometimes recommended, but seldom 
put in practice by good, anglers; the great 
charm is to suit your baits ptoperly to the 
season and the weather. Angling is an art, 
and like other arts, requires experience and 
practice; therefore the young angler must 
consider, that where there is no difficulty 
there is no honour. 



PrifUed by George Ramtay and Comfony^ 
Mdinburgh, 181& 
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